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from each other, and in the second place these different districts vary a great deal in climate and surface. On the western side of India are the steep, forested Western Ghats. These, in the days before the railways were built,, made it almost impossible for people of the coast strip to travel inland, and hence these people differ in language and custom from the other peoples of India. The Eastern Ghats are not so high as the Western Ghats, but travel inland is difficult, and the rivers, that look such good highways on the map, are of no use to travellers, as they are unnavigable. Here, then, on the eastern coast is another set of people.
The Eastern and the Western Ghats are merely the steep edges of the high plateau of the Dekkan. It is separated from the coast strips in the way already described: on the north are the Vindhya and Satpura Mountains, which again are difficult to cross. The Dekkan, then, is another isolated area, for when travel is difficult, men usually stay at home.
In the north of India the Himalayas shut off India, as a whole, from the rest of Asia. It is true that there are one or two difficult ways over the lower parts of the Himalayas and, by means of these, various invaders have made their way into the country from time to tune. But each body of newcomers drove